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are encouraged, welfare projects of all sorts are put in hand;
dents are prodded into the hard surface of colonial apathy and
poverty and in a sporadic way a great deal of good is done.
But this is no frontal attack on the major problems; it is neither
democratic laisser-faire, nor is it state-planning; it neither
springs from the people, nor is it the bold product of a planning
agency; it is no more than a casualty clearing station on the way
to more drastic treatment elsewhere.

Another method, peculiarly attractive in these days of totali-
tarianism, is "planning from above." By the formulation of a
rigorous plan, by compulsion on the people on the spot to
carry it out, by the granting of power to determined agencies
whose duty is to secure a certain rise in productivity, a certain
quota of public works, a certain improvement in the standard
of living within a fixed period, it would be perfectly possible
to open up territories, provide them with their capital equipment,
train the populations and introduce a modern prosperous econ-
omy. Such methods, though in a less stringent and far7reaching
shape, have been frequently discussed, even in Britain, in recent
years. There has been pressure by certain groups to establish
Colonial Development Boards, or other developmental agencies
which would be free from the ordinary trammels of government
and administration, financed perhaps by capital levies on the
British public, or out of ordinary British taxes, or by inter-
national loans (the method is not very important as it is esti-
mated that a profit will accrue) and armed with all the authority
to undertake a rapid programme of development in British
territories. These proposals have, perhaps unfairly, been dubbed
"development without welfare." It is true that they put economic
development, as such, in the centre of their programmes, without
linking it to political, educational or social problems, and without
connecting it in any way with the aspirations of an expanding
democracy. "Thou shalt be developed," is the new command-
ment, "and we will show you how."

There remains the "democratic" method. This is in opposi-
tion to development schemes, however efficient, imposed from